
As we said in the last issue of B&R, 2019 had the makings of 
a great year, and now that the fat lady has sung, we can 
confirm it.  

Suffice to say, growth continues to exceed our targets and we’re 
seeing an exponential increase: so, the more people learn about 
BILSTEIN the more are buying the brand!  

A key aspect of our growth is the number of Goldwagen stores: 
nine opened last year, and expectations are of a further eight in 
2020 – that’ll mean 120-odd outlets by year end, in addition to 
availability through five Imcomex branches and specialist fitment 

centres such as Mikem. 
It is also fitting that at the start of 2020 we should be publishing 

B&R #20… thanks for helping to make it a successful platform to 
keep you informed as to what’s going on in the BILSTEIN world!  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
The Marketing Team 
BILSTEIN South Africa 
www.facebook.com/shockgurus/

Bilstein gas pressure shock absorbers are available from Goldwagen 
and Imcomex stores country-wide.  
E-mail info@bilstein.co.za or phone BILSTEIN South Africa on 012 748 3800.  
For Imcomex phone 012 661 0110 or visit www.Imcomex.co.za
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The importance of the 4x4 market can’t be underestimated and that’s why we supported the Wildebeest 4x4 Club’s Battle Of 
The Beasts event. It took place in Durbanville on February 25, and was a celebration of all things 4x4… what a great place to 
show off our BILSTEIN range!

The Beasts! 

When it comes to cars and 4x4s we all have our favourites but 
when it comes to handing out icon badges, few will argue that 
the Defender’s deserves one. And here’s a fact worth sharing: 
the new one’s suspension is courtesy of BILSTEIN...  

The new Defender is designed to appeal to an increasingly 
demanding clientele that also wants to cover longer distances on the 
road. Families – not just adventurers and explorers – are part of that, so 
a different approach was needed to ensure it could meet diverse needs. 

During development, the engineers put a clear emphasis on an 
unprecedented range of skills: the latest Defender should continue to 
be the benchmark on unsurfaced ground while offering the highest level 
of comfort on the road – a huge challenge. 

To achieve this, Jaguar Land Rover is relying not only on independent 
suspension for the first time in Defender, but also on comprehensive 
suspension expertise from BILSTEIN. As a long-standing partner, we 
supply both passive and active shock absorbers. This is our proven 
semi-active DampTronic® technology with air suspension module, 
which makes for a wide overlap between off-road performance and 
road comfort. 

The electronic damping force adjustment is carried out by a setup 
that adjusts automatically and seamlessly to the respective 
requirements: With the help of additional sensors, the prevailing driving 
situation and vehicle condition are recorded in a central control unit.  
The optimum damping force is then applied to each individual damper 
via a magnetically-controlled valve.. 

Prototypes covered several million test kilometres. Nick Rogers, 
Chief Technology Officer at Jaguar Land Rover, says: “We now have the 
most capable Land Rover of all time – and a truly comfortable, modern 
vehicle that can be driven and used anywhere in the world with great 
pleasure to meet even the most diverse requirements”.  

Faithful Defender
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WWW…  
There’s now a BILSTEIN page on the 
main Goldwagen website.  

You’ll find it here: 
https://www.goldwagen.com/suppliers
/bilstein/. From here you’ll be able to 
easily make contact with us and find 
out more about local product offerings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talking of websites, here’s a useful 
link to a blog page on the UK website, 
which is a must-read for anyone who 
intends fitting shock absorbers – of 
any kind! 
https://www.bilstein.com/uk/en/blog/
watch-avoid-installation-mistakes/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’ll take a dozen!  
For the 12th consecutive year, 
BILSTEIN has been awarded first place 
in the "Sports Suspension" section of 
Auto Zeitung’s annual awards. German 
motoring enthusiasts are particularly 
well-informed and the readers once 
again decided that #BILSTEINIsBest!

If you’re planning on seriously 
hard-core 4x4ing – and that 
includes competitive rock-crawling 
and other forms of motorsport – 
then the BILSTEIN 9200 series 
shock is what we recommend.  

The most obvious sign of its 
heavy-duty role is the 75mm body,  
and the second is the external 
reservoir which adds a significant 
amount of gas volume and provides a 
number of options when it comes to 
collapsed length. This allows for 
fitment in tight spots! 

Irrespective, travel is 355 mm and 
the M9200 Series Bypass shocks 
provides the easiest and most 
effective way to tune an off-road suspension for ultimate performance. They feature 
position-sensitive damping and are available in either 3-tube or 4-tube configurations.  
Both bump (compression) and rebound are adjustable.  

The entire design centres on quality and robustness, with key features including machined 
billet aluminium components, zinc plating, a 29mm piston rod and the use of synthetic, 
high-temperature racing oil.  

They are completely rebuildable, with all service components available from us. If you’re 
interested in our 9200 range, please contact our sales teams directly: info@bilstein.co.za & 
www.imcomex.co.za

 

Product Focus
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IN THE NEWS

Our locally-optimised Raise Your Game kits continue to raise the bar when it comes 
to affordable suspension upgrades for popular 4x4s.  

The latest addition is a RYG kit for the Suzuki Jimny – and it’ll fit both the current and 
previous-generation versions! 

Because the Jimny has coils all round it is a little more expensive than our double cab kits 
but at R22 625 it is an attractive price for a premium set-up. 

The kit comprises our B8 off-road shocks all round, paired with locally-sourced, uprated coil 
springs for a lift in the region of 35 to 40mm.

 

Product update 



Shine On 
In the interests of consistency, the 
default colour for our Raise Your Game 
kits has been changed to silver 
throughout. While it gives them a 
distinctive and classy look, it isn’t just 
paint – it is a zinc-coating, for maximum 
durability when subjected regularly to 
harsh conditions. This is thanks to a 
special arrangement we reached with 
our German parent, who continue to 
watch with interest as we expand the 
range of “quick fit” suspension 4x4 kits 
 
 
Save the date! 
Knowledge is power and on June 24 we 
will have BILSTEIN Germany’s top 
training officer with us, running a full-day 
course in suspension technology. When it 
is done, you’ll come away with a deep 
understanding of the basic workings of 
gas-pressure shocks and also a grasp on 
the applications for some of our more 
specialised shocks. You’ll be able to talk 
to your average customer with authority 
and help them appreciate why a 
BILSTEIN is superior.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Signing off  
Meanwhile, over at Twisted (a creator of 
bespoke Land Rovers), they continue to 
rely on conventional BILSTEIN dampers 
to give the old Defender the best 
handling characteristics possible.  

No town or city is too far away for our Mobile Shock Tester and during the last 
weekend of February it trekked to Kuruman in the Northern Cape  – a round trip of 
about 1 100 km for the faithful Hilux and its custom-made trailer.  

The MST proved to be as popular as always, with the locals queuing up for a free test, 
and in some cases coming out of Goldwagen Kuruman with our famous blue and yellow 
boxes. We tested 78 vehicles, with 14 fails. 

The MST’s upcoming schedule is GW Ebony Park on March 28, GW Carltonville on April 18 
and Pretoria East on May 2. If you’re interested in using it for an event or activation get in 
touch with Shawn Gilbert on info@bilstein.co.za or 012 748 3800.   

 

It’s Hotazel  
(well, Kuruman, actually)
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